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SOUTH AkERICAN PULITICAL REFUGEES IN LEALTHGTUN — SUPPCRT KiEsDiD

—— P e

Leeamington is temporery refuge for a small number of femilies
from Chile, Argentina and Uruguay, who have had to flee from
the military juntes which now rule their countries by violent
meens. Had they stayed they would probebly have been arrested,
tortured, killed, or would have ‘diseppearcd’ - the fate of
thousends of their competriots over the pest five yeors.

These families heve o temporary right to live here, until they
are able to return home in safety. They src trying to settle
and meke & reasonable life for themselves, cnd to make a
contribution within their host comnunity.

They don't find this easy. The first difficulty is lesrning

8 new language -~ from scratch, for most of them. Then there
are the problems of coping with poverty, undecrstonding English
orgenisations and structures, trying to get involved in local
life and events while knowing very few pcople, end geining
interest in the political 2nd humsn tragedy in South America
and support for the struggle ageinst illegal dictatorships.

They get some help from a worker based in Coventry (where there
are many more refugee families), but for the most pert they are
entirely on their own, coping with the isolstion which being a

refugee in a foreign country enteils.

They have formed their own committce to work on the problems,
end now badly need help and support from Lesmington people.

Wwhat is needed

1. Local committee members arc nceded to work closely with the
femilies and to advise on both specific and general metters.

2. Spanish speakers to help in caergencies, especially medical
and dental cppointments, when lenguage problems can be Cengerous.

3. Friends for femilies, to help to reduce their scnse of isolation.
4. Invitations to locsl events, politicel ond social.

5. Help to orgenise social events to involve refugecs and local
people - concerts, dence clesses, parties, etc.

6. Help with learning English end with children's homeviork.

T. Shering interests and hobbies.

8. People with specialist knowlecdge are nceded to help with
practical problems: Social Security, rent, repsirs, etc.

9. Help to set up dGiscussions on South Americen politics end
fund-raising events for the locsl comnittee and to send money
to Chile for exemple, where mnany children arc kept alive only
through the existence of voluntarily-funded dining rooms.

Knowledge of Spesnish is helpful for some tasks, but is not
essential as everyone is learning English as fast as they can !
Any offers of help ot all will be very gledly received,

Contact:

Juan liorage, Flet 4, Saunders fouse, 5t Bedes, Binswood Ave, L.Spa
or

Like White, 3 Dover Street, Coventry (tel: Coventry 25079).



